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At this moment of great responsibility, let us listen with special 

attention to what the Lord says to us in his own words. I would like 

to examine just a few passages from the three readings that concern 

us directly at this time. 
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The first one offers us a prophetic portrait of the person of the 

Messiah - a portrait that receives its full meaning from the moment 

when Jesus reads the text in the synagogue at Nazareth and says, 

"Today this Scripture passage is fulfilled in your hearing" (Lk 4: 21). 

At the core of the prophetic text we find a word which seems 

contradictory, at least at first sight. The Messiah, speaking of 

himself, says that he was sent "to announce a year of favour from 

the Lord and a day of vindication by our God" (Is 61: 2). We hear 

with joy the news of a year of favour: divine mercy puts a limit on 

evil, as the Holy Father told us. Jesus Christ is divine mercy in 

person: encountering Christ means encountering God's mercy. 

Christ's mandate has become our mandate through the priestly 

anointing. We are called to proclaim, not only with our words but 

also with our lives and with the valuable signs of the sacraments, 

"the year of favour from the Lord". 

But what does the prophet Isaiah mean when he announces "the day 

of vindication by our God"? At Nazareth, Jesus omitted these words 

in his reading of the prophet's text; he concluded by announcing the 

year of favour. Might this have been the reason for the outburst of 

scandal after his preaching? We do not know. 

In any case, the Lord offered a genuine commentary on these words 

by being put to death on the cross. St Peter says: "In his own body 

he brought your sins to the cross" (I Pt 2: 24). And St Paul writes in 

his Letter to the Galatians: "Christ has delivered us from the power 

of the law's curse by himself becoming a curse for us, as it is written, 

"Accursed is anyone who is hanged on a tree'. This happened so that 

through Christ Jesus the blessing bestowed on Abraham might 
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descend on the Gentiles in Christ Jesus, thereby making it possible 

for us to receive the promised Spirit through faith" (Gal 3: 13f.). 

Christ's mercy is not a grace that comes cheap, nor does it imply the 

trivialization of evil. Christ carries the full weight of evil and all its 

destructive force in his body and in his soul. He burns and 

transforms evil in suffering, in the fire of his suffering love. The day 

of vindication and the year of favour converge in the Paschal 

Mystery, in the dead and Risen Christ. This is the vengeance of God: 

he himself suffers for us, in the person of his Son. The more deeply 

stirred we are by the Lord's mercy, the greater the solidarity we feel 

with his suffering - and we become willing to complete in our own 

flesh "what is lacking in the afflictions of Christ" (Col 1: 24). 

Let us move on to the second reading, the letter to the Ephesians. 

Here we see essentially three aspects: first of all, the ministries and 

charisms in the Church as gifts of the Lord who rose and ascended 

into heaven; then, the maturing of faith and the knowledge of the 

Son of God as the condition and content of unity in the Body of 

Christ; and lastly, our common participation in the growth of the 

Body of Christ, that is, the transformation of the world into 

communion with the Lord. 

Let us dwell on only two points. The first is the journey towards "the 

maturity of Christ", as the Italian text says, simplifying it slightly. 

More precisely, in accordance with the Greek text, we should speak 

of the "measure of the fullness of Christ" that we are called to attain 

if we are to be true adults in the faith. We must not remain children 

in faith, in the condition of minors. And what does it mean to be 

children in faith? St Paul answers: it means being "tossed here and 
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there, carried about by every wind of doctrine" (Eph 4: 14). This 

description is very timely! 

How many winds of doctrine have we known in recent decades, how 

many ideological currents, how many ways of thinking. The small 

boat of the thought of many Christians has often been tossed about 

by these waves - flung from one extreme to another: from Marxism 

to liberalism, even to libertinism; from collectivism to radical 

individualism; from atheism to a vague religious mysticism; from 

agnosticism to syncretism and so forth. Every day new sects spring 

up, and what St Paul says about human deception and the trickery 

that strives to entice people into error (cf. Eph 4: 14) comes true. 

Today, having a clear faith based on the Creed of the Church is often 

labeled as fundamentalism. Whereas relativism, that is, letting 

oneself be "tossed here and there, carried about by every wind of 

doctrine", seems the only attitude that can cope with modern times. 

We are building a dictatorship of relativism that does not recognize 

anything as definitive and whose ultimate goal consists solely of 

one's own ego and desires. 

We, however, have a different goal: the Son of God, the true man. 

He is the measure of true humanism. An "adult" faith is not a faith 

that follows the trends of fashion and the latest novelty; a mature 

adult faith is deeply rooted in friendship with Christ. It is this 

friendship that opens us up to all that is good and gives us a criterion 

by which to distinguish the true from the false, and deceit from truth. 

We must develop this adult faith; we must guide the flock of Christ 

to this faith. And it is this faith - only faith - that creates unity and is 

fulfilled in love. 
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On this theme, St Paul offers us as a fundamental formula for 

Christian existence some beautiful words, in contrast to the 

continual vicissitudes of those who, like children, are tossed about 

by the waves: make truth in love. Truth and love coincide in Christ. 

To the extent that we draw close to Christ, in our own lives too, truth 

and love are blended. Love without truth would be blind; truth 

without love would be like "a clanging cymbal" (I Cor 13: 1). 

Let us now look at the Gospel, from whose riches I would like to 

draw only two small observations. The Lord addresses these 

wonderful words to us: "I no longer speak of you as slaves.... 

Instead, I call you friends" (Jn 15: 15). We so often feel, and it is 

true, that we are only useless servants (cf. Lk 17: 10). 

Yet, in spite of this, the Lord calls us friends, he makes us his 

friends, he gives us his friendship. The Lord gives friendship a dual 

definition. There are no secrets between friends: Christ tells us all 

that he hears from the Father; he gives us his full trust and with trust, 

also knowledge. He reveals his face and his heart to us. He shows 

us the tenderness he feels for us, his passionate love that goes even 

as far as the folly of the Cross. He entrusts himself to us, he gives us 

the power to speak in his name: "this is my body...", "I forgive 

you...". He entrusts his Body, the Church, to us. 

To our weak minds, to our weak hands, he entrusts his truth - the 

mystery of God the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit; the mystery 

of God who "so loved the world that he gave his only Son" (Jn 3: 

16). He made us his friends - and how do we respond? 
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THE SECOND ELEMENT JESUS USES TO DEFINE 

FRIENDSHIP IS THE COMMUNION OF WILLS. FOR THE 

ROMANS "IDEM VELLE - IDEM NOLLE" [SAME 

DESIRES, SAME DISLIKES] WAS ALSO THE DEFINITION 

OF FRIENDSHIP. "YOU ARE MY FRIENDS IF YOU DO 

WHAT I COMMAND YOU" (JN 15: 14). FRIENDSHIP WITH 

CHRIST COINCIDES WITH THE THIRD REQUEST OF 

THE OUR FATHER: "THY WILL BE DONE ON EARTH AS 

IT IS IN HEAVEN". AT HIS HOUR IN THE GARDEN OF 

GETHSEMANE, JESUS TRANSFORMED OUR 

REBELLIOUS HUMAN WILL INTO A WILL CONFORMED 

AND UNITED WITH THE DIVINE WILL. HE SUFFERED 

THE WHOLE DRAMA OF OUR AUTONOMY - AND 

PRECISELY BY PLACING OUR WILL IN GOD'S HANDS, 

HE GIVES US TRUE FREEDOM: "NOT AS I WILL, BUT AS 

YOU WILL" (MT 26: 39). 

OUR REDEMPTION IS BROUGHT ABOUT IN THIS 

COMMUNION OF WILLS: BEING FRIENDS OF JESUS, TO 

BECOME FRIENDS OF GOD. THE MORE WE LOVE 

JESUS, THE MORE WE KNOW HIM, THE MORE OUR 

TRUE FREEDOM DEVELOPS AND OUR JOY IN BEING 

REDEEMED FLOURISHES. THANK YOU, JESUS, FOR 

YOUR FRIENDSHIP! 

 

The other element of the Gospel to which I wanted to refer is Jesus' 

teaching on bearing fruit: "IT WAS I WHO CHOSE YOU TO GO FORTH 

AND BEAR FRUIT. YOUR FRUIT MUST ENDURE" (Jn 15: 16). 
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It is here that appears the dynamism of the life of a Christian, an 

apostle: I chose you to go forth. We must be enlivened by a holy 

restlessness: a restlessness to bring to everyone the gift of faith, of 

friendship with Christ. Truly, the love and friendship of God was 

given to us so that it might also be shared with others. We have 

received the faith to give it to others - we are priests in order to serve 

others. AND WE MUST BEAR FRUIT THAT WILL ENDURE. 

All people desire to leave a lasting mark. But what endures???  

Money does not.  

Even buildings do not,  

nor books.  

 

After a certain time, longer or shorter, all these things disappear. 

THE ONLY THING THAT LASTS FOREVER IS THE 

HUMAN SOUL, THE HUMAN PERSON CREATED BY GOD 

FOR ETERNITY. 

THE FRUIT THAT ENDURES IS THEREFORE ALL THAT 

WE HAVE SOWN IN HUMAN SOULS:  

LOVE,  

KNOWLEDGE,  

A GESTURE CAPABLE OF TOUCHING HEARTS,  

WORDS THAT OPEN THE SOUL TO JOY IN THE LORD.  
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SO LET US GO AND PRAY TO THE LORD TO HELP US 

BEAR FRUIT THAT ENDURES. ONLY IN THIS WAY WILL 

THE EARTH BE CHANGED FROM A VALLEY OF TEARS 

TO A GARDEN OF GOD. 

To conclude, let us return once again to the Letter to the Ephesians. 

The Letter says, with words from Psalm 68, that Christ, ascending 

into heaven, "gave gifts to men" (Eph 4: 8). The victor offers gifts. 

And these gifts are apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors and 

teachers. OUR MINISTRY IS A GIFT OF CHRIST TO 

HUMANKIND, TO BUILD UP HIS BODY - THE NEW WORLD. 

WE LIVE OUT OUR MINISTRY IN THIS WAY, AS A GIFT OF 

CHRIST TO HUMANITY! 
 

At this time, however, let us above all pray insistently to the Lord 

that after his great gift of Pope John Paul II, he will once again give 

us a Pastor according to his own heart, a Pastor who will guide us to 

knowledge of Christ, to his love and to true joy.  

Amen and FIAT!!! 

 

 


